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own man, yet

ITISPMITIMTOHICI
U Area is Large, Dating Back Conquis- -

tadores; Church Established by Early Padres Still
There; Natives Have Few the Things That

People in Civilized Lif e Are Accustomed to.

DY GEORGE
H HEADQUARTERS, PunitiveF in dition U. fe Army, near Nami-

quipa, Mexico, April 24 This camp
ii.u near one or the moil plctur-- r

,u i'id one of the oldest towns in
m i'p 1" Chihuahua (older even than

i in -- ml ul of Chihuahua) and one
l.trsrunt municipalities on the

i i an continent. In point of area,
-- .11 N M . has loni liafl the 3ls-iii- .p

of hPint the largest city in
i ( iiit.ii States, in point of area,

in .urn and one half milea in
c .1 i.i Hon from the center of the

i T. irrl of the front door of the
' ii "i. n rhurch hnilt by the

s as the panned that nay in
i p .in. t for treasure tn the latter

..f tlif 16th century.
ii u luipa was an old city "when the

i ..f Micurro was first seen by the
line spmiards After Santa Bar- -

i ii is the oldest city in the state
r hilnidhua When the gold hunters

- .1 thiough this Lieauliful vallc,
v In i vcrv few vears after the con- -

i ..f the i'ity of Mexico, they found
Hi- - ii. ii .nl beln tilled by the rueblo
ii .ii nif i.ood crops of corn were being
i.' an h' means of lingation from the

-- mt.i Maria and th farmers were
ii. m little communities scattered
- i he full length of the stream.'

I.'rlam Get Ills Grant.
ii. TmiHiscan friars, who always

mpa tiled the soldiers, saw a splen- -
nnjHirtunlty for proselyting and ea--

tiil.'-iipi- l thomsls with a small
-- i .1 of arqjiebttsiers and built a

mh which atill stands and does duty
3- - ,i house of worship For their

ii i s in the matter of converting the
li.iimv to the Christian faith, the

i .Mi. Tirip given a grant of land
uli i for five leagues in

i.n diri i tionifrom the front door of
,fctlu il. sius rf or church, or covering
'i H ill of the arable land In this

niirii. .ii Hi portion of the long drawn
j ' allev of the Santa Maria

ho igh this camp is fully nine miles
f' mi the old mission ehjrch. it IB onl
tn the outskirts of the town, a io

whUh lunges those of the
-- . lumn unfamiliar with the Mexican

, it in the matter of building cities,
l 'innel

Abjectly Poor.Yl'eoplei countrj is In the way of
ultural possibilities, the people

ff n or to the point of abject poverty
hiiI piinful evidenc. s of the poverty
ii i.f seen on everv hand. There is

ut ful lack of windows ill the houses
is la. K mai be found, in the house-- i
nif i omparatively nth or well to do

n V e jjuls c.illtil home" hy the
. i The "Padre" who presides over

il tit stinics of the parish of which
i iuiji.1 the chief city, explained

r ii.inliar condition as to windows
. ' u irtictilarlv as to the laik of glazed
ii n.lnttH h saying that many of the
In i - non standing and occupied as
h. n s were built mnnv vears. in some
"". hundred of cars. ago when

Ll - was a luxury even In Spain, from
h iv would require to have been

ik.1 I h sailing v sscl to Vela
iu i" (it th. haiks of mult, a

if ntarly On miles, making
i.- -t prohibitive even to the gran- -
wlko established themselves in this

ilfi ful alley at thi lords of the
and (he protect ois of the poor

ll iik tu the extent of seeing to it
the poor Indian tamed the lion's

uf th. product of his toil over
' tin

n l'ltwm la Home.
Ion kIh Is not the onlj totn- -

to the Time of the

of

II. clem e:ts.
fort lacking In the nouses occupied by
the urban as well as the surburbanpopulation of Namiquipa. Very few
of the houses, even of the so called
"palaclos" of the wealthy haclendados,
have wooden or even tile floors. The
floors, like the walls, are of adobe and
have been packed to a flint like hard-
ness b the trampling or the feet of
many generations of inhabitants. The
broom as is known In the United States,
does not exist in Namiquipa nor in
many other of the inland cities of the
Mexican republic. A bit of fine brush
tied into a small bundle is used by
the housewife inclined to be tidy, to
brush the accumulations of debris into
small piles to be carried to the fire-
places or, in too many cases, thrown
out the door to be blown by the ever
prevalent winds into a neighbor's
"ccsa."

Transportation Problems.
Namiquipa Is far from the main trav --

eled roads of Mexico. For that reason
it has its transportation problems which
to an American would be perplexing.
It is a long, long way either to Nueva.
Casas Grandee or to San Antonio, the
former to the northward and the latter
to the southward, the respectively near-
est railway points affording markets
for the great crops or corn and beans
which are grown on the many and
very fretlle farms which flourish the
full length of the river. The prevail-
ing means of conveyance (s the two
wheeled cart drawn by oxen. A few.
a ery few, American wagons drawn
by horses may be found. For the ox
drawn carts of the two wheeled variety
500 to TOO pounds would be a capacity
load and ten miles a full day's journey.
On the four WheeleU wagon, drawn by
from four to twelve of the small horses
or mules tjpical of this country. 1000
to 1500 pounds might possibly consti-
tute the load but the distance traveled
toward market each day would not
greatly exceed the mileage of the ox
di awn carts.

oldlrrn Good Iluyrr.
Since the establishment of this camp,

the quartermaster of the division has
bought all tli6'corn and beans which
the native fanners could be incTuced to
bung to him. This has been the policy
of the commander of the expedition
since the International line was crossed
a month ago. It puts good American
gold coin In circulation and that has
a tendency, it Is believed In many qua-
rter, to make the native feel better
toward the otherwise not especially
liked "Gringo."

Be that as It may, it would make
the American farmer of the very poor-n- it

type laugh, or cry as it suited his
fancy, to sec the makeshifts some of
the Mexican farmers have to resort to
in order to get their grain from their
little farms to the quartermaster's
tents in the center of the camp. Of
the hundreds of packages received
siace the camp has been located here,
it Is doubtful if more than a dozen of
them hove come in what an Amcrl. an
farmer would call a "grain sack " Cot-
ton or jute bags are an unknow n
nuantirr but there are plenty of raw-
hide bag built like llryan O'Lvnn's
breeche, with the "hairy side out and
the skinny side in" and shaped to fit
and hold two centals of wheat. These
rawhide sacks are as carefully guard-
ed aa the ordinary man would guard
the apple of his eye, whatever that mar
Mr. for the reason that they are hard
to make and otherwise expensive and
often arc heirlooms in the family, hand-
ed down from father to son or given
as maniage dowers. By the aame tok- -
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American Soldiers Look Up-

on It With Yearning; Na-

tives Are Handicapped.
en, they are also hard to handle, be-

cause of their size, shape and general
slipperiness.

Whole Family to Mnrkei.
While the natives of the city of

Namiquipa are exhibiting a spirit oC
aloofness, particularly in the matter
of trading with the army, the natives
of the valle.vs farther removed from

i the Influences which are supposed to
onimatethelr more citiried brethren.
are not so reserved or distant. They
come In in droves and bring on their
lean mules, burros or horses or in their
ox carts or more pretentious horse
drawn wagons, w hatever they may have
for sale. In nearly ever' Instance they
are accompanied 'by every member of
the family and the little cavalcades In-

variably present sights picturesque in
the extreme, which arc always of In-

terest to the American soldiers
The size of the cavalcade is rarely

an indication of the amount of stuf
the head of the house and the com-

mander of the party may have for
sale. He may have a single dozen of
"blanquillos" (eggs) or a half dozon
of "pan dulces" (cookies) or a hen, or
he may be a contractor who has a
thousand pounds of "mais," pronounced
"mice," and meaning just plain corn,
which the quartermaster is always glad
to get for the cavalry and artillery
horses constantly streaming through
the camp to the "front," wherever that
may be.

People ot Friendly.
For some reason not explained, the

people of the business section of Nami-
quipa are not as friendly disposed to-

ward us as are the farmers or as are
those who are not in trade. The only
form In which they manifest their dis-
like, if it is dislike, is by refusing to
trade with the mess sergeants and
others who have the right to go into
the town for trading purposes. They
look longingly at the gold flashed in
their faces but firmly insist in most
cases that they are "out" of the par-

ticular articles of food or clothing
which the prospective purchasers seem
to have set their hearts upon. This
disposition is believed by the pessi-
mists connected with the expedition,
and there are always a few in every
organization who are Inclined to look
for rain on the sunniest da, to be due
to the fact, not that the people of the
town are narticularly friendly to Villa

i but that they are afraid he may make
reprisals if he hears tnat ine Ameri-
cans have beep permitted to buy food.

Aatltrs Have "o Shoes.
When the matter of the poverty of

the people was under discussion earlier
in this article, some mention should
have been made of the prevailing styles
in footwear, or the lack of it. in thia
benighted section of the great repub-
lic of Mexico. So few are shoes, as
Americans understand that term, in
this valley, that If a native appeared
in camp wearing a pair of soles and
heels and looking like anything bu
moccaslns, the chances are that he
would at once be under suspicion of
being a Villitn soldier and prabablv
placed In detention or under

TVe have not yet reached tho por-

tions of tho republic where thj sandal
is the commonly accepted form of foot
protection. This valley, with its

of 7,200 feet above sea levelJs
so cold as to require that if the foot
is to bo covered at all. It be covered
all over. For that reason when a man
or woman wears anything like a shoe
at all. it is made of rawhide, usuallv
with the hairy side of the skin out and
sewed with thongs of sinew or strips
of rawhide. Until a change comes over
the spirit of the people of Namiquipa,
I Hnn't InoV to see American shoe man
ufacturers rushing to the secretary of j

ine ...tttlltHVitl" m"- V- - - "...
with Inquiries for sites for shoe fac-
tories, nor do I expect to see American
jobbers In footwear establishing them-
selves with heavy stock of shoes for
sale to the natives v

Ilnllnc Wire Modi Sought.
It has long been an established fact

that the average native of the rural
districts of the northern portion of
Mexico has been inclined to look up-
on baling wire as the most valuable
invention of the "Grineo." for the rea
son that the aforesaid native could
put the baling wire, discarded by the
American, to so many uses. He could

build a hut by using it as binding for
the cactus or other sticks used as the
main building material or he cjultl tie
a pair of wheels together and make a
wagon on which he might ride or haul
a load. The people of the Namiquipa
valiey are very much like their breth-
ren close to the border. They never
saw much baling wire till the punitive
expedition appeared upon their horizon
but they were not long In catching on
to its value. At first the soldiers threw
the stuff away. They are not so careless
now. Every strand of It Is worth an
egg and the tnree strands on ever
bale are converted Into three perfectly
Bood eggs as fast as they are taken
from the few hay shales which find
their way into the quartermaster s
stores.

Coal oil and gasoline cans, for all
sorts of purposes, from water buckets
or receptacles In which to carry vvares
to market, to" braziers In which to burn
charcoal for cooking or heating pur-
poses, run baling wire a close second
as to value in the minds of the simple
natives of this section of the state of
Chihuahua and every can of oil or gaso-
line emptied at the aviation and auto-
mobile station is Immediately convert-
ed into 20 eggs and "eggs is eggs" in
the dietary of thlB camp.

Think Americans Mollycoddles.
One of the things which excites the

wonder of the natives, even of those
who have served with one or another
of the many revolutionary armies
which havo flourished during the past
five troublous years, Is the fact that
the American soldier puts un a tent
when he goes into camp for more than
merely over night. Their soldiers, even
the officers, never did anything so in-

dicative of physical weakness, and they
are rather outspoken In their wonder
If the Americano Is not a "molly cod-
dle" after all, to be whipped out of his
boots by the elements if not by Villa
and the remnants of his famous regi-
ments of "Dorados" (Golden Ones).

"While tho native permits himself to
be excited by thp number of tonts erect-
ed on the great grassy plane overlook-
ing the southern or lower end of the
town he calls home, he Is much more
excited by the constant stream of
"soldados Americanos," which pours
through the sreat city of tents. I
asked a "palsano" how many men he '
thought had passed through Namiquipa
since tney began to pass tnrougn a
week or two ago. "Velnte mil y mas"
(twonty thousand and more) was his
reply and I don't blame him for think-
ing that they were so numerous be-
cause of the constancy of the stream
and Us volume, irs a safe bet that
the man I asked was one of the con-
servatives. Some would have made the
number at least twice twenty thou-
sand.

Soldiers See Great Chance.
Many of the American soldiers who

are here for tho first time are already
making plans to come Into this sec-
tion of tho country upon the estab-
lishment of a permanent peace, with a
view toward converting some of the
fertile irrigable lands into productive
farms. Men who see Mexico only from
the trains seldom get more than a
mero rudlmentarv idea of its vastness
or its possibilities. It is probable that
a real comprehensive view of the coun-- J
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No Window Glasses in the
Place Because Was Built

at an Early Date.
try bv any considerable number of per-
sons could only be afforded by some-
thing like this expedition. It is at
least true that there are more Ameri-
cans in position now to discuss the
possibilities of tho state of Chihuahua
than there ever were before. They
havo seen some of the finest country
out of doors, which only needs as the
American commercial club secretary
would say, "to be tickled with a plow
to make it laugh with a harvest" The
natives do not seem to be able to do
the tickling, and, while they do raise
fair crops, they are mero "smiles"
compared with the "laushs" an Ameri-
can would get at the other end of tho
Plow.

Farmcru 1'lovr 1lh Stick.
It is a safe prediction that were this

section of the country ever to fall un-
der American domination or be thrown
open to settlement by Americans un-
der proper safeguards, the movements
of peoples In the past as related In
history would pale into insignificance
In comparison. Railroads are needed
to replace the trails, and wagons of
modern make to replace the pack burro
and the two wheeled oxcart as means
of transportation of the crops which
will grow under proper cultivation. On
a number of the rarms In sight of this
vamj; ! kawuio AlC IU
stir the soil with crooked sticks and
Dunaies 01 Drush do the duty of cov-
ering the grain being planted, instead
of the harrow In use for tho same pur-
pose In almost every other country in
the world.

As said In a former dispatch, this
country Is still filled with cattle, in
spite of the troubles of the past five
years of revolution and the hills are
covered with them, but, they are of a
Very low grade they need "breeding
up."

Flcnty of Grass.
The hills and plains not given over

to agriculture are covered with rich
grass, enough to feed many times the
number of "crubs" now being pas-
tured upon them, and when they are
stocked as they should be, the new
stock should also be of new blood.

Though Namiquipa is almost under
tlie shadow of the Tropic of Cancer.
the elevation of the town and the sur--
roundlnc country, aboie sea level,
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Move Into Chihuahua From

Operating.
n oco. ir. cmxuits.

Field Headquarters Puniuve Expe-
dition Near Namiquipa, Met. April 22
(By way of P.oilio to Columbus, N. V,
April 24.) Reports r"ce.el at head-
quarters from the south and elsewhere
are fo tho effect that the

are the lemoracnlc
country and concentrating at Chihua-
hua.

Gen. Herrcra, bcfoie tntraming his
men at Minaca, gave as a icason for
quitting the countrj-- that he wanted to
give a free hand to the Americans In
the matter of the territory of
Villlstas. The Carrancista at
Bitstillos and other points closer to Ch-
ihuahua are reported at
various points awaiting
to tne state capital

As the Mexican forces tno e, the bet-
tor class of residents of the district,
who also hear that the Americans are
about to be removed from this section
of the country, are becoming frightened
and are making their wav to Chihua--hu- a.

They fear if the go
to the capital and the Americans pro-
ceed south, they will be left at the
mercy of the Villista bandits

Many are taking their household
goods and other moveable property.

Nothing is made public by the of-
ficers in command of this camp regard-
ing the movements of- - tlje American
forces operating further south.

gives ono of the most desirable cli-
mates found anywhere In the world
not excepting the City of Mexico.
Thero never has been a case of ma-
laria if the "oldest Inhabitant" is to
bo believed; never has been a
failure of crops on the uplands given
over to "dry there Is an
abundance of water for domestic pur-
poses as well as for purposes of Irri-
gation why shouldn't ambitious Amer-
icans who are now seeing the country
for tho first time, be inclined to como
back upon the of peace and
enjoy some of the comforts which
existing conditions now make Impos-
sible?

You will find tho good old fash-
ioned flavor in Sulzberger s Majestic
Hams and Baion "III liciouslv Differ-
ent." rhonc jour dealer now Adv.

. . .. - .. .. .. ..M.
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SPECIAL sales plan culminated in a series
of absorbing interest. This morning every de-

partment in this great store, where things pertaining
to the home are sold, started a week of unusual selling.
Every is alive with Spring-tim- e and Summer

New
New Linoleums,
New Draperies,
New
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New
and all the kindred needs of house,
householders of every ten very1 day are plan-

ning to

With the Chautauqua just week away great affords wonderful
opportunity to prepare home of visitors. proprietors

hotels, rooming houses, boarding houses, restaurants Jarge
users, this brings manifold opportunities advertisements
in Saturday's Sunday's vitalized values,
prices advertised prevail long Scores of other
equally important omitted Several windows
our Mesa Avenue give of possibilities
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